pahiiut pooveendffipti tishshdanik va’avkam’ahéovaan.
How the Medicine Woman Prays in the Orleans Pikyavish
(October 27, 1928)

In the Pikyavich [irahiv, the “World Renewal Ceremony”] down by the river, the
girl ‘who walks ahead’ [one of the medicine women] has to pray while she holds up the
pestle and, as she holds it aloft, she prays inside silently:

1. pay nanu’avahkam w’achipyaakhitihirak, uxunyéepiththirakkaam, viri
paxuntappan ook’ithivthanéen’aachip ta nikchichchuramnih.

In the middle of on top of us big acorn tree, its acorns I knock onto the middle of the
world here.

2. pat6 ochpaachmath pa’iffuth’ahéovaan.
The (virgin) ‘that goes behind’ has finished spilling water on (leaching) the acorns.

3. kéri xas tutharampuk.
Then she puts [heated cooking] rocks in the cup.”

4. kari xas té opurip pamutharampukar.
They take the mush paddle out.*

5. kari xas uum tupithxah.

And then the ‘one that walks ahead’ (takes out the paddle and goes down and) washes
it (off in the river).

6. kari xas kikkuum kaan tuvéen.
Then she prays again there.

7. Xas vaa té oxxus:
Then she thinks inside:

8. kéo kich viiraheesh pay iinayariihva®.
‘Just so many of the spring salmon there will be!**

9. viri vaa payaas’ara kun’iinakkiritiheesh.
And so, this way, salmon will be all over here for people.

- They are just sitting down watching and pever talk.

32 [And] the ‘one that walks behind’ then stirs up the mush.

¥ [Nettie Reuben mentions iinaydriilva as the ikxaréeyav word for Spring Salmon in a discussion with
Lottie Beck, recorded by William Bight in the early 1950s: (LA 078: 3:1). A draft transcription of the tape
is in the Tribal archives. (See lines 227-39.)

* Le., there will be salmon all over, because she has washed the paddle in the river: they will come up for
that [the rinsed-off xuiun, acorn soup,] next year.
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Humans are going to live on salmon. The two girls have to run as fast as they can
and dive in the river all over, and come out and then immediately run and dive again.
They do thus 10 times in succession. Each girl carries a barked stick, 1 and 1/2 feet long,
to hit (not to part) their hair with. A nice stick—Phoebe used to use this kind of stick.
There is some reason that they kept hitting their wet hair (gestures hitting hair at side of
head) thus. It is to knock something off, Phoebe thinks. There is lots of water on the hair.

The fatavéenan bathes 10 times the same way, before he starts in his ceremonies.

(13: 771-3) [36-37]
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