
Karuk Colors 
 

Because colors are “kind of like” or “sort of like” objects in the Karuk world, people can  
– and have – expressed them differently.  

Here are some of the more frequently used descripCons to describe colors. 
 
 
áamakunish (pink – kind of like salmon) 
 
áaykunish (purple – kind of like grapes) 
 
áaxkunish (red – kind of like blood)  
 
ámkuu-unish (blue – kind of like smoke) 
 
ámtaapkunish (gray – kind of like ash) 
 
ávaxkunish (brown – kind of like [red] mud) 
 

(white - kind of like sea foam) 
 
ikxáramkunish (black – kind of like the dark) 
 

 (yellow – kind of like porcupine quills when dyed) 
 
pírishkunish (green – kind of like grass) 
 
sámsuuykunish (brown - kind of like a brown bear)    
 

(white – kind of like snow)  
 
thúnkin (yellow/green/blue – kind of like bile) 
 
xávishkunish (orange – kind of like syringa [mock orange]) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Other color words found in the Karuk Dic6onary 
 
 
 
 
áaxhich - red (literally imita?on blood) 

áxich - red (literally “little blood”) 

ikákrihkunish - gray (like frost) 

kíp_ikxáram - black (literally like night) 

kíp imnak - black (like charcoal) 

púukunish - gray (fog like) 

sanímvaykunish - brownish yellow 

tavátavkunish - light-colored [tobacco plant] 

xuuxkúnish - brown (grizzly like) 

 

(Clicking on the words above will take you directly to the Karuk Dictionary online.) 

 
 
 

https://linguistics.berkeley.edu/~karuk/karuk-dictionary.php?exact-match=&lx=&ge=red&sd=&pos=&lxGroup-id=75&audio=&index-position=&index-order=&include-derivatives=&display-derivatives=
https://linguistics.berkeley.edu/~karuk/karuk-dictionary.php?exact-match=&lx=&ge=red&sd=&pos=&lxGroup-id=912&audio=&index-position=&index-order=&include-derivatives=&display-derivatives=
https://linguistics.berkeley.edu/~karuk/karuk-dictionary.php?exact-match=&lx=&ge=color&sd=&pos=&lxGroup-id=1738&audio=&index-position=&index-order=&include-derivatives=&display-derivatives=
https://linguistics.berkeley.edu/~karuk/karuk-dictionary.php?lxGroup-id=3854
https://linguistics.berkeley.edu/~karuk/karuk-dictionary.php?exact-match=&lx=&ge=black&sd=&pos=&lxGroup-id=3855&audio=&index-position=&index-order=&include-derivatives=&display-derivatives=
https://linguistics.berkeley.edu/~karuk/karuk-dictionary.php?exact-match=&lx=kunish&ge=&sd=&pos=&lxGroup-id=7285&audio=&index-position=&index-order=&include-derivatives=&display-derivatives=
https://linguistics.berkeley.edu/~karuk/karuk-dictionary.php?exact-match=&lx=kunish&ge=&sd=&pos=&lxGroup-id=5296&audio=&index-position=&index-order=&include-derivatives=&display-derivatives=
https://linguistics.berkeley.edu/~karuk/karuk-dictionary.php?exact-match=&lx=&ge=color&sd=&pos=&lxGroup-id=5760&audio=&index-position=&index-order=&include-derivatives=&display-derivatives=
https://linguistics.berkeley.edu/~karuk/karuk-dictionary.php?exact-match=&lx=kunish&ge=&sd=&pos=&lxGroup-id=6981&audio=&index-position=&index-order=&include-derivatives=&display-derivatives=

